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Castille Landon, the writer and director of Fear
of Rain, hopes her new film fosters a better
understanding of mental health issues.

USF St. Petersburg alumni recount their
experiences with St. Petersburg’s new Scooter
Share program.

Contributor Mark Parker details his thoughts
and emotions as the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
won their second Super Bowl.
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A Weeknd to remember

@USFCrowsNest

St. Petersburg SG candidate
applications remain low
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

U

COURTESY OF THE WEEKND ON INSTAGRAM

USF St. Petersburg alumnus Henry Burrows was among the masked dancers
performing with The Weeknd during his finale on the field of Raymond
James Stadium for the Super Bowl LV halftime show.
>> SEE WEEKND on P4

Five arrested on Tampa campus
By Sophie Ojdanic and
Trevor Martindale
sojdanic@usf.edu
tjm4@usf.edu

A

student-organized
demonstration
promoting free
speech on college campuses
in front of USF Tampa’s
Marshall Student Center
(MSC) was shut down with
multiple arrests on Feb. 9.
Taylor Cook said as she
walked up to where the
demonstration would take
place, she had the feeling the
event would be shut down.
“We got there and we
started (demonstrating),” Cook
said. “Walking up, we saw this
big group (of administrators)

in a circle… maybe five or
six of them just standing in a
huddle. It was very odd.”
Cook was among five
students arrested outside the
MSC.
The students were charged
with trespassing for violating
COVID-19 guidelines and
told to disperse five times,
according to university police.
“They’ve never been so
aggressive with us,” Cook
said.
The group, Cook said,
chanted that protest was not a
crime.
“(After the chant) instead
of giving us the two to three
minutes, they started walking
towards us.”
Hailey Ostwalt, a USF St.

Petersburg graduate, is now
pursuing a second bachelor’s
degree in economics. Ostwalt
said she attempted to get
information about the officers.
“A (Party for Socialism
and Liberation) member was
grabbed so I started following
them and asked for the police
(officer’s) name and badge
number, which they’re legally
required to give me, but
didn’t,” Ostwalt said. “Then
the police came behind me
and arrested me instead of just
telling me their name.”
Cook said she was
handcuffed “in a very hot car”
for an hour.
>> SEE TAMPA on P3

The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

SF’s newly
consolidated
Student
Government is holding its
second general election March
8 through 11.
St. Petersburg’s
gubernatorial race will be
uncontested and Campus
Council vacancies are
possible.
Since the changes of
consolidation were put into
effect, USF St. Petersburg has
struggled to fill its seats on its
Campus Council and systemwide Senate.
In the first election for
the seats last year, only one
student applied for Campus
Council and six for the Senate.
This year’s applicant
turnout has been slightly
better than last year, but still
leaves vacant seats in the St.
Petersburg Campus Council.
Three students applied
for the Senate, three for the
Campus Council and 11
applied for both the Senate
and Campus Council. This
means, depending on the
election results, there could
be vacancies in the Campus
Council.
When SG candidates are
simultaneously running for
two offices, and win both
races, they assume the higher
office. So the results from
the 11 candidates who ran for
both the Campus Council and
the Senate could leave seats in
the Campus Council unfilled.
The next governor and
lieutenant governor for the
St. Petersburg campus will
be elected in an uncontested
election. Veronica Jimenez
and Eran Fruehauf are the
only registered gubernatorial
ticket on the St. Petersburg
campus.
Jimenez has served as a
senator, Senate pro tempore
and Senate president before
consolidation. She now serves
as a senator in the systemwide Senate. Fruehaf also
serves in the system-wide
Senate, and chairs the St.
Petersburg Campus Council.
Of the three president and
vice president tickets, none
comes from the St. Petersburg
or Sarasota-Manatee
campuses.
The tickets include Julia
Cunningham and Jillian
Wilson, Jaida Abbas and

Jennifer Kelly and Gustavo
Spangher and Yovela Debesay.
All of them are Tampa
students.
Spangher is serving this
term as system-wide vice
president.
Over last summer, the
Tampa campus was rocked
by over 60 allegations of
sexual misconduct. Spangher
was one of many fraternity
members that was accused.
In a July 3 The Crow’s Nest
article, Spangher responded to
the allegations.
He expressed that he was
“extremely sad to be put
in this situation, but I will
be collaborating with any
investigations that come my
way.”
Though it has no
presidential tickets, the St.
Petersburg campus is no
stranger to low turnout in both
applicants and voters.
In the St. Petersburg fall
2020 SG special election, only
30 students voted. Then, only
11 students voted in the fall
2020 interim special election.
In a Nov. 15 The Crow’s
Nest article, former student
and SG member Dan
McGarigal said SG is in part
to blame for low turnout in its
special elections.
“(The voter turnout) is an
utter failure on the part of SG
and the candidates to make
sure students knew this was
happening and make sure
they know what each person
stands for,” McGarigal said.
“ ‘It’s hard virtually’ is not
an excuse. Laziness is not
electable. Get it together SG.
We built you up better than
this.”
SG adviser Robert Herron
said that other environmental
factors are contributing to
lower SG turnout.
“... You have consolidation,
you have lower enrollment …
and yet there are people who
still feel like, even though
we’re going through all these
things, that the output needs
to be the same,” Herron said.
“And I think that’s just a lie.
And I think it’s unfair to put
that burden on students.”
A live stream presidential
debate will be held on Feb. 25
at 6 p.m. and moderated by
The Crow’s Nest, The Oracle
and a representative from the
Sarasota-Manatee campus.
Sophie Ojdanic and Trevor
Martindale contributed to
this report.
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Former SG senator who clashed with police gets approval to avoid trial
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

A

former senator
in Student
Government who
was charged with obstructing
a police investigation last
year has been approved
for a program that allows
nonviolent, first-time
offenders to avoid the
possibility of conviction in a
trial.
Karla Correa, 21, a thirdyear political science major,
was charged in 2020 with
obstructing or resisting an
officer without violence, a
first-degree misdemeanor with
a maximum penalty of up to
one year in jail, 12 months’
probation and a $1,000 fine.
Under the Pinellas County
court system’s Pretrial
Intervention (PTI) program,
however, Correa can complete
certain requirements instead
of going to trial. Once the
requirements are met, a judge
can dismiss the charge and
eventually expunge it from
the offender’s record.
As part of PTI, Correa
said, she owes approximately
$88 in court fines and
insurance fees, $50 a month
in fines for six months, and
30 hours of community
service. Correa also has a no-

contact order with the officers
involved in the case.
In interviews with The
Crow’s Nest, Correa has
maintained that she did
nothing wrong.
“The whole case was a
sham,” Correa said last week.
The state’s criminal justice
system “is literally a huge
money making scheme.”
“Here’s the most racist
part,” Correa, who is
Hispanic, said. “I have to
take an anger management
course.”
Women of color are
commonly stereotyped as
angry or aggressive in pop
culture.
Correa said the anger
management course would
be eight hours, and she was
given the option of a $75
course or $30 course.
A spokeswoman in the
office of Correa’s attorney,
Stephen Bernhardt, said the
office would not comment on
the case.
The obstruction charge
arose from an incident outside
Residence Hall One (now
Pelican Apartments) around
11:30 p.m. on Nov. 7, 2019.
While leaving RHO,
Correa and friends saw two
campus police officers,
Michael Wasserman
and Patrick O’Donnell,

Search paused
for regional vice
chancellor of
academic affairs
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

he USF St.
Petersburg campus
faculty council
has halted its search for a
regional vice chancellor
of academic affairs/vice
provost.
The delay comes as a
result of Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock’s decision
to step down from his role
in January 2022. It remains
unknown who will fill
Tadlock’s position.
The search will resume
in the summer or early
fall in order to provide the
incoming regional chancellor
an opportunity to have a say

in who fills the position.
The RVCAA/VP leads
and implements much of the
academic programming on
the St. Petersburg campus,
and works closely with all
USF deans, department
chairs and faculty. The
position also oversees St.
Petersburg’s academic
support areas, such as
graduate studies and the
student success center.
In addition to her position
as campus dean of the Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library,
Catherine Cardwell will
continue to fulfill the role
of Regional Associate Vice
Chancellor/Vice Provost until
someone is hired.
Cardwell has served

questioning a homeless man.
The man, according to
Chief David Hendry, had been
seen around campus. He was
stopped when he attempted
to enter the residence hall,
and the officers gave him a
trespass warning. According
to court records, the man had
several nonviolent brushes
with the law since 2017.
Correa said she stopped
to ask the man if he was all
right, and he said no.
When Correa confronted
the officers and refused to
leave the scene, she was
handcuffed for obstructing
the investigation and taken to
the university police office.
Her case was referred to the
state attorney’s office, which
decided to file the charge.
The day after the incident,
Correa and two friends filed
allegations of misconduct
against the officers. That
prompted an internal police
investigation that led to a
32-page report clearing the
officers.
Correa has denied
interfering with the officers
and criticized the internal
investigation, saying that the
investigator didn’t interview
all potential witnesses, and
glossed over some witness
statements.
The state attorney’s office

in both positions since
Tadlock was promoted to
interim regional chancellor
in September 2017 and
to permanent regional
chancellor in August 2018.
“It’s important for the St.
Petersburg campus to have
stability while we are going
through so much change,”
Cardwell said in an email
to The Crow’s Nest. “I feel
committed to creating a
successful transition for
Chancellor Tadlock, the
next Chancellor and the new
RVCAA.”
Cardwell said that there
are many “significant
projects” underway and that
leaving her position prior to
the appointment of a new
RVCAA/VP would cause too
much disruption.
She said she owes her
success in both positions to
the support she’s received
from her colleagues.
“I have been very, very
busy, but again, thanks to my
teams in Academic Affairs
and the library, I have been
able to manage,” Cardwell
said. “We have worked hard
and made lots of progress in
both areas.”

said that the prosecutor
assigned to the case, Jordan
Meyer, was out of the office
and unavailable for comment.
Correa has continued
speaking out in favor of
criminal justice system
reform.
Correa is currently

working with the Emergency
Campaign for Free Speech
in Florida, whose “goal is
to unite community groups,
student organizations, unions,
faith communities and more
to urge legislators to defend
democracy,” according to its
website.

JONAH HINEBAUGH | THE CROW’S NEST

Karla Correa said she owes approximately $88
in court fines and insurance fees, $50 a month in
fines for six months, and 30 hours of community
service. Correa also has a no-contact order with
the officers involved in the case.

COURTESY OF CATHERINE CARDWELL

Catherine Cardwell, dean of the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library, will continue to serve as the
regional vice chancellor of academic affairs/vice
provost.
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Students ring in Super Bowl win during a pandemic
By Alexendra Davis
CONTRIBUTOR

T

ampa Bay
celebrated this past
weekend when the
Buccaneers defeated the
Kansas City Chiefs in Super
Bowl LV.
While viewers at home
saw a full crowd, only
25,000 of the 69,000 seats
at Raymond James Stadium
were filled, with the
remainder being cardboard
cutouts.
Some USF students
shared how they rang in the
event during a pandemic.
For graphic arts senior
Courtney O’Donoghue,
the sporting event was just
another day at work.
“I worked for the ‘Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over’
campaign,” O’Donoghue
said. “Before the game,
I worked tailgating for 5
hours. I got paid to ride
around on a bike with a sign
on it. We were required to
wear masks while working.”
O’Donoghue said that
masks or social distancing
were not enforced..
“It was impossible

to social distance while
working that event,”
O’Donoghue said. “I did my
best, but my job requires
going into crowded areas.
If I was not getting paid
I would have socially
distanced.”
Other students said
that they stayed home and
watched the game with their
immediate household.
Mass communications
senior Rebecca Bryan held
a tailgating party at her
home.
“I used to love to
go to social events like
tailgating, but every time
I go do these things, I feel
uncomfortable,” Bryan said.
“In the comfort of my own
house, I can monitor who
shows up and control the
amount of people. I like
to have people over these
days rather than going out...
We set up a pong table
and other fun activities,
all with the game on in
the background. Friends
brought food and drinks,
and even fireworks.”
Bryan hosted just under
20 people for the game and
did not require anyone to

TAMPA, continued from P1
“My cop would
sometimes wear his mask,”
Cook said, but added that
he would take it down
occasionally.
Ostwalt said that only
one of the four officers who
dealt with her was wearing
a mask.
Cook’s own mask fell
during her arrest.
“When they arrested me,
my mask had fallen down
and they didn’t let me (pull)
it up or anything,” Cook
said.
Ostwalt said another
event was occurring at the
time of their arrest.
“As we were being taken
to the car, there was this
huge yoga event going on
that was like 40 people,
unmasked, doing yoga in
the courtyard by the MSC,”
Ostwalt said. “That seemed

pretty organized to me.”
The group, from an
unofficial club called
Defend Free Speech at
USF, was “protesting state
legislation that proposes
increased penalties for
protestors who block traffic
or participate in ‘disorderly
assemblies,’ ” according to
the Tampa Bay Times.
Student Simon Rowe,
along with Elizabeth
Kramer and Jordana
Cumming, who are not
students, were arrested with
Cook and Ostwalt.
University police
records say that “Cook
was informed on February
8 that a publicized rally is
considered an in-person
event ... is not allowed in
the current phase of the USF
COVID-19 reopening plan.
“In total, the group

COURTESY OF TAYLOR COOK

Students stood socially distanced outside the
Marshall Student Center with signs promoting
free speech on university campuses.

indoors.
Later that day, rapper 50
Cent hosted a private Super
Bowl party in an airplane
hangar at Albert Whitted
Airport. In response,
Kriseman tweeted: “This
isn’t how we should be
celebrating the Super Bowl.
It’s not safe or smart. It’s

stupid. We’re going to take
a very close look at this,
and it may end up costing
someone a lot more than 50
cent.”
The private party led to
the eviction of the aviation
maintenance company that
occupied the hangar and
hosted the event with 50
Cent.
Annalise Anderson
contributed to this report.

wear masks.
“Since nobody wore
masks, we just made sure
to monitor whose drink
belonged to who, not to
share forks or plates, and
monitored other things
multiple people may have
touched,” Bryan said. “I
was constantly cleaning
things. I felt safe and so did
all of my friends - they have
expressed this to me.”
Since September, Florida
has been in Phase 3 of its
recovery plan, which means
there are no restrictions
or limitations of indoor
or outdoor occupancy,
and instead counties have
control in regulating for
COVID-19 guidelines.
Pinellas County currently
requires masks in public
spaces where there are more
than 10 people and social
distancing is not possible.
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman voiced
opposition toward local
Super Bowl celebrations.
On Feb. 5, Kriseman
posted a video to his
Facebook page encouraging
St. Petersburg residents and
visitors to celebrate safely

Rebecca Bryan (left) celebrates Super Bowl LV
with friends at a tailgate party she threw.

received five warnings
to discontinue the event.
The arrested individuals
were issued a Notice to
Appear and released on
their own recognizance.
Under Phase II of the USF
COVID-19 reopening plan,
all planned events must
be held virtually unless
otherwise approved by USF
COVID-19 Task Force.”
Cook acknowledged that
the event “definitely was
publicized” on the group’s
Instagram and on the
Students for a Democratic
Society’s Instagram story.
Cook told the Times that
other student groups, like
Students for a Democratic
Society, Students for Justice
in Palestine and Save
USF, were threatened with
suspension and told they
would be trespassed on
other occasions.
“We were following
university guidelines,
six feet apart, socially
distanced; everyone was
wearing masks, but since
we were protesting USF
and their hypocrisies is
the difference between
the homophobic and
misogynistic preachers or
Kaitlin Bennett, who is
also very homphobic and
transphobic,” Cook said
in an interview with The
Crow’s Nest.
Bennett, a controversial
figure on social media and
gun rights activist, visited
the campus in the fall,
rousing crowds of people
to gather. The majority of
students were criticizing

Bennett’s character and
political views.
Bennett was not asked to
leave the campus. Videos by
The Oracle showed campus
police creating barricades to
separate Bennett from the
crowd.
In an interview with the
Times, Cook called it “clear
hypocrisy.”
USF spokesman Adam
Freeman said Bennett’s
on-campus appearance “did
not meet the university’s
definition of an event.”
“Even during COVID-19,
USF’s campuses are open to
the public and the university
continues to value the right
to free speech,” Freeman
said.
Cook said the university
was suppressing progressive
voices.
“(USF doesn’t) want
us to talk about the budget
cuts, they don’t want us to
talk about the hypocrisy
with progressive voices,”
Cook said. “... If they really
cared (about mitigating the
spread of COVID-19), they
wouldn’t have in-person
classes, they wouldn’t
allow people to live in the
dorms, they would enforce
COVID(-19) guidelines in
the dorm areas and they
wouldn’t have football
games or allow people to
attend football games.”
Ostwalt said the groups
involved have organized
phone banking events to
persuade the university to
drop charges or address the
parties’ concerns.
“According to the

COURTESY OF REBECCA BRYAN

COURTESY OF TAYLOR COOK

Crowds gathered in
protest when Kaitlin
Bennett, a controversial
public figure, visited
USF Tampa in October.
assistant at (President Steve
Currall’s office), hundreds
of people have been calling
in to speak to the president
and no one has gotten a
response,” Ostwalt said.
“SDS and PSL collectively
have initiated a call-in event
where from 9 to 5 everyone
calls into the president’s
office and we have a little
sample script (to say) ‘Hey,
I am a USF student, and
I want to demand that the
charges be dropped for
the five students that were
arrested.’
“We are planning to
continue that ... until they’re
dropped or they make a
statement.”
According to the
university police’s public
information representative,
Audrey Clarke, “the file is
currently active with the
State Attorney’s Office
which will decide the
outcome.”
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‘Fear of Rain’ director spotlights mental
illness against Tampa Bay backdrop
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

hough scenes in
Fear of Rain may
appear familiar to
Tampa Bay residents, its plot
illuminates a lesser-known
perspective on a mysterious
mental health condition.
Starring Katherine Heigl
(Knocked Up), Madison
Iseman (Annabelle Comes
Home), Harry Connick Jr.
(Will & Grace) and Eugenie
Bondurant (The Hunger
Games: Mockingjay Part
2), Fear of Rain made its St.
Petersburg premiere Friday at

COURTESY OF IMDB

‘Fear of Rain’ premiered
at Green Light Cinema
this weekend and is on
view through Thursday.

Green Light Cinema.
Written and directed by
Castille Landon, a Terra Ceia
native, Fear of Rain follows
a teenage girl diagnosed with
schizophrenia as she struggles
to decipher between illusion
and reality.
Landon conceived the film
with an intent to use the story
of a young, relatable female
protagonist as a catalyst for
destigmatizing mental illness.
“I honed in on
schizophrenia because it’s
generally the most stigmatized
and the most misunderstood
mental illness, and I thought
it would be interesting to
explore the other, more
accurate side, which has
rarely been depicted in film,”
Landon said in an email to
The Crow’s Nest. “Too often,
people with schizophrenia
are portrayed as being either
savant-like or violent and
are rife with stereotypes. I
wanted to show someone who
was relatable and realistic,
where it’s the circumstances
she finds herself in that are
heightened and dramatic.”
A significant portion
of the film was produced
in a neighborhood of St.
Petersburg’s Grand Central
District and St. Pete Beach.
Tampa filming locations
included Hillsborough High
School, the Tampa Aquarium

and the Tampa Riverwalk.
“We shot at so many great
locations,” Landon said.
“I was born and raised in
Terra Ceia, just south of the
Skyway, so it was wonderful
to be able to come home. The
crew are like my family, and a
lot of my family actually did
work on the film. I loved the
little neighborhood we shot
in, in St. Pete, and we all had
a great time on weekends,
hanging out in Downtown St.
Pete and Tampa.”
At 15 years old, Landon
moved to Los Angeles to
pursue an acting career.
She later studied English at
Harvard University to begin
writing her own scripts and
to create “engaging roles” for
herself.
Landon previously directed
family films Albion: The
Enchanted Stallion and Apple
of My Eye. After discovering
her love for directing, she
earned her master’s degree in
creative writing from Oxford
University.
Fear of Rain was not only
Landon’s first feature film
since completing her studies,
but it was also her first
mystery thriller.
“I hope that Fear of Rain
is a film that people of all
ages can see and enjoy, for
the thrills and emotional

USFSP alum dances with The Weeknd
in the Super Bowl LV halftime show
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

F

ew can say they’ve
seen a Super Bowl
halftime show inperson, but even fewer can
say that they’ve performed
in one.
So when USF St.
Petersburg alumnus Henry
Burrows got accepted to
be a dancer alongside The
Weeknd in the Super Bowl
LV halftime show, it was
an offer he simply couldn’t
refuse.
“I was ecstatic (to
be accepted),” the 2020
elementary education
graduate said. “I couldn’t
believe that I would get
the chance to be a part of
something so epic and seen
by millions.”
During his time at USF
St. Petersburg, Burrows
was a member of The Herd
Step Team for three years –
giving him the choreographic
experience needed to
perform.
“Another USF (alumna),
Kayley Klein, sent me the
details and application
for it and said it might
be something that I’d be
interested in … And so I
applied (Jan. 28)... And then
the next day I got an email

saying I was casted.”
Klein thought Burrows
would be perfect for
the show, “If you know
(Burrows), you know he lives
to perform.”
“When I read the
qualifications, (Burrows)
just fit the bill,” Klein said.
“It would’ve been a crime
if I didn’t send him the
information.”
Winning the final playoff
game against the Green
Bay Packers on Jan. 24, the
Buccaneers became the first
team in NFL history to play
a Super Bowl in their home
stadium.
“… Being at Raymond
James Stadium, USF’s
home stadium, just all really
added to the hype and the
excitement of all of us who
were mainly Tampa Bay and
Orlando dancers,” Burrows
said. “We were just really
excited to be able to show out
on our home turf.”
It was Burrows’s first time
being on the stadium’s field
since being crowned USF St.
Petersburg’s homecoming
king in 2018.
Among roughly 250 other
dancers, Burrows danced in
The Weeknd’s finale during
“House of Balloons” and
“Blinding Lights.”

“I was in the north section
(of the field) … a lot of the
dancers were from the USF
dance team, the University
of Tampa dance team, some
from like VYB dance studio
in Tampa, some dancers
were from Orlando and then
the choreographer, Charm,
brought like her own core
group from L.A. with her,”
Burrows said.
While the production
included multiple large scale
elements, the dancers only
had about a week and a half
to prepare for the show.
“It was a lot of practice,”
Burrows said. “I went to
a total of four seven-hour
rehearsals.”
COVID-19 was key
when planning the show’s
production.
According to Burrows, at
rehearsals “they had some
COVID(-19) officers who
would walk around all the
time, making sure we had
masks on, making sure we
weren’t gathering, making
sure that whenever we got in
a line to pick up costumes or
microphones that everyone
was six feet apart.”
While it faced
unprecedented
circumstances, Burrows said
The Crow’s Nest that the

rollercoaster it takes you on,
but that it also sticks with
audience members,” Landon
said. “I hope that they’re left
with more empathy for those
living with mental illness, and
that it fosters conversations,
and challenges their
assumptions and stereotypes
they may have based on other
media they’ve seen.”
Landon encourages other
young creatives interested
in film to study additional
subjects, like history,
psychology, or literature,
to establish “an expansive
knowledge base” to draw
inspiration from.
“Always keep honing

your craft and seeking further
knowledge. I can’t emphasize
enough the importance of
taking on a sort of lifestyle of
learning — not just about film
theory, but about everything,”
Landon said. “Get into the
habit of learning about the
lives of others, because that’s
the seed of storytelling.”
Landon is currently
working on postproduction
of the third and fourth
installments of the After
film series. She is also in the
process of “shopping around”
a young adult revenge thriller
that she adapted from a book,
which features another female
protagonist.

COURTESY OF CASTILLE LANDON ON INSTAGRAM

‘Fear of Rain’ director Castille Landon grew up in
Terra Ceia before moving to Los Angeles to pursue
her film career.
whole show went according
to plan.
“It’s so surreal to see,”
Burrows said. “I’ve watched
it a couple of times now…
to think that someone can
go back and watch me in
this performance is really
honoring to me. It’s definitely
a memory I’ll have for the
rest of my life.”
“It was very cool to see
(Burrows) in the halftime
show,” Amari Ross, fellow
USF St. Petersburg alumna
and friend of Burrows, said.
“He had to keep it a
secret, so I didn’t know until
I checked his Snapchat after
he got done performing,”
Ross said. “(Burrows) has
always been the performer
out of our friend group so
watching him get to partake
in something as big as the
Super Bowl halftime show
is amazing. I’m so happy for
him, and very proud of him.”
While most this will
go down as the “halftime
show during COVID-19,”
to Burrows it will be the one
where he danced alongside
The Weeknd.
“I loved meeting all these
different people who are
also interested in the arts
and sharing storytelling,”
Burrows said. “And being
able to work with The
Weeknd to bring his vision
and his message to fruition
… It was just a beautiful
community of artists I feel
that I’ll always remember.”

COURTESY OF HENRY BURROWS

Henry Burrows was
“ecstatic” to be
accepted as a dancer
in the Super Bowl LV
halftime show.

COURTESY OF HENRY BURROWS

Waiting to perform with
The Weeknd, Burrows
wears fake plastic
surgery bandages
and a red blazer as
his costume.
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Safe scooting: Easier said than done
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

he City of St.
Petersburg’s Scooter
Share program
brought motorized rideshare
scooters to downtown and has
provided more than 60,000
rides since its initiation in
October.
After studying rideshare
scooter usage in other cities,
St. Petersburg launched the
18-month pilot program
with guidelines in place,
like scooter corrals, speed
limits, age requirements

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

The City of St.
Petersburg has made
scooter ID numbers
larger for better rider
identification when
riding or parking
problems occur.

and prohibited riding on
sidewalks.
Cheryl Stack,
transportation manager for
the City of St. Petersburg,
said that the program upholds
many of the city’s efforts and
is a useful resource for the
downtown community.
“The motorized scooters
have provided an added
mobility option to our St.
Pete residents and visitors,”
Stack said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest. “They can be
used to help replace car trips
and support our sustainability
and parking management; and
they support our economic
development efforts… We
see scooters as a means for
people to extend their trips
within the greater downtown
core to have opportunities
to visit our great local shops
in the adjacent business
districts”
However, the scooters
have not come without
obstacles.
According to Yolanda
Fernandez, community
awareness manager for
the St. Petersburg Police
Department, SPPD has
reported three incidents
involving the scooters: one
in downtown when a scooter
rider struck a vehicle leaving
a parking garage; the second
when a scooter rider struck
a pedestrian on the Pinellas
County Trail; the third when a

scooter rider struck a parking
enforcement vehicle.
Stack said that the city’s
transportation department
has “not seen a need to make
any regulatory changes.”
Since the program launched,
the city’s only change has
been the application of larger
ID numbers on scooters for
easier rider identification
when riding or parking
problems arise.
“Anytime you add a new
program like this, there’s
always a bit of a learning
curve for people to adjust to
the changes needed, but by
and large, we’re seeing most
scooter users obeying the
stricter rules the city has put
in place to keep the scooter
operations conducive to the
St. Petersburg culture,” Stack
said.
Fernandez confirmed
that SPPD has seen recent
improvement in safe scooter
usage.
“A great deal of effort
was put forth to find a
balance overseeing this new
program,” Fernandez said
in an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “With the initial rollout,
there were a number of
growing pains for the first few
weeks… The complaints have
substantially subsided over
the past 4 weeks as riders
learn and abide by the rules
and state law.”
In addition to SPPD

Former administrator receives official congressional
record for service to USF St. Petersburg
By Michael Alden
CONTRIBUTOR

H

elen Levine
was presented
with an official
congressional record by U.S.
Rep. Charlie Crist, D-St.
Petersburg, Tuesday in honor
of her contributions to USF
and the Pinellas County
community.
The ceremony was held on
a foggy morning in front of
the USF St. Petersburg bull
statue to celebrate the retired
regional vice chancellor of
external affairs’ longstanding
commitment to education and
service to the university.
During the ceremony,
Levine spoke about her time
working with legislators.
“When I think about all the
elected officials I’ve worked
with, it is Congressman Crist
who taught me to go in, make
your pitch and a good, solid
leader tells you where they’re
going to be,” Levine said.
“And then they don’t change.”
Rep. Crist gifted
Levine a bound copy of his
congressional statement
as fellow faculty members
and friends joined in
congratulating her.
“I’m honored that
Congressman Crist took the
time out of his busy schedule
to honor me this morning,”
Levine said. “He has been
a real leader for education

throughout his time and I’m
delighted and pleased to have
received this honor.”
After the ceremony, Crist
told The Crow’s Nest: “Dr.
Levine is an amazing person.
She has a heart of gold. She’s
a tremendous educator, a
tremendous human being…
(and) fights so hard for USF
and all Bulls. I can’t say
enough good things about her.
She’s a wealth of knowledge,
has a great heart, and (is) a
dear friend, most important to
me.”
Levine retired last
September after 14 years of
service at the university. She
initially served as a policy
and communications adviser
to former USF President Judy
Genshaft for three years. Her
last 11 years were spent as
regional vice chancellor of
external affairs at USF St.
Petersburg.
Throughout her tenure,
Levine has been a fierce
advocate for USF St.
Petersburg’s growth. Sheis
credited for her bipartisan
work with lawmakers on
the advancement of higher
education.
Levine helped increase the
university’s total recurring
budget by more than $8.75
million since 2013. Her
advocacy for funding has
helped pay for several
facilities on campus, including
the historic Kate Tiedemman

College of Business.
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock commended Levine
as a “significant person on this
campus for a long, long time.”
“She’s just done an
incredible job helping this
place grow,” Tadlock said. “If
you look around right now
at the facilities here and the
campus itself, a lot of it can
be attributed to her work with
our congressional delegation
members and the Florida
legislature to help bring those
resources here to grow this
campus.”
Levine helped bridge the
gap between the university
and the Pinellas County
community by nurturing
relationships with local groups
and organizations such as the
St. Petersburg City Council,
Pinellas County Commission
and St. Petersburg Downtown
Partnership.
In his statement on the
floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives on Sept. 17,
Crist said: “... To speak for just
one minute on the full legacy
of Dr. Levine is impossible.
She is a groundbreaking
leader, a champion for
education, and a role model
for all who seek to improve
the lives of others in their
community. As she retires
from her senior position at
USFSP, it is my privilege
to wish her the best in all
her future endeavors both

officers monitoring scooter
riders, the city has created
videos to remind residents
of scooter laws and to better
promote safe riding.
Chelsea Dinon, a USF St.
Petersburg biology alumna is
opposed to the program
“I don’t think they’re
widely useful. Of all the
things they could have
spent money on, this was
probably a waste,” Dinon
said. “Personally, I wouldn’t
use them because of safety
concerns. I’d rather bike or
walk when downtown – or
Uber if that’s not possible.
I think the idea is great, but
many roads in St. Pete don’t
seem scooter-friendly, so I’d

be concerned about using
them in general.”
Matt Smith, a USF
St. Petersburg marketing
alumnus, suffered a
concussion after falling from
a scooter while intoxicated.
He believes the scooters
are too fast and difficult to
control, and that they pose a
threat to intoxicated riders.
He said that the city should
find a way to make helmets
mandatory for scooter riders.
Stack said that the city
is beginning a study with
researchers at USF Tampa
to assess the Scooter Share
program and indicators that
may help identify whether the
scooters are “more risky” than
other modes of transportation.
The city will report results
of the study at the end of the
program’s 18-month period.
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Though guidelines have been implemented, the
Scooter Share program has not come without
challenges for the city.
personally and as a valued
member of our community.”
Rep. Crist was a
proponent of USF’s campus
consolidation, a move Levine
helped facilitate at USF St.
Petersburg by working with
the legislature to secure
protections for the campus and
its students.
Known for her civic
engagement, Levine is highly
active in the Tampa Bay
community and has worked
with prominent ogranizations

like the Florida Holocaust
Museum, Tampa Bay
Business of Arts and Culture,
Gulfcoast Jewish Family
and Community, Downtown
Waterfront Parks Foundation
and Vision Florida.
“She’s sorely missed but
at the same time we’re very
happy for her to have this
opportunity to try other things
in retirement,” Tadlock said.
A new regional vice
chancellor of external affairs
has yet to be announced.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL ALDEN

Helen Levine (right) described Rep. Charlie
Crist as both a teacher and a leader to her as a
communications specialist.
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Their moment, our moment
— a Super Bowl to savor

games. That is perfectly
fine and to be expected.
This moment was not
s the revelry
quite “their” moment,
began to wind
though.
down following
It was more for people
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ like Barb, whom I had
31- 9 beatdown of the
the pleasure of sitting
Kansas City Chiefs
beside for the second
in Super Bowl LV,
half of the game. Barb is
somewhere along Central
“somewhere in my 50s,” a
Avenue in St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg native, and a
and at some time that
life-long Bucs fan. For her,
would technically be
this one meant even more
considered early Monday
than the first Super Bowl
morning, I decided to try
we won 18 years ago.
and express the feeling of
Sitting on the other side
the moment.
of her was her son. He was
“For a guy with a lot of
just 10 in 2003, and now
words, I have no words,”
she could take him out and
I wrote on the usually illthey could really watch the
advised late Facebook post. game together over wings
“Cops were on golf carts
and beers. You appreciate
screaming too. This is what these moments as you get
it is all about.”
older.
This moment was so
This moment was also
big and so exhilarating for
for the younger generation
so many of us, combined
of die-hard fans, like the
with the utter elation
girl who brought her dog,
and spontaneous wild
Mila, complete with her
celebrations that bridged
own Bucs jersey. She’s
every socioeconomic,
younger than Barb’s
political and racial divide
son, and anyone who is
for a welcome change, that not in their mid-to-late
it made it impossible to
20s or older may not
find the right words.
even remember the first
To be honest, it still
championship, much less
does.
have been able to properly
There is no doubt the
bask in the moment.
Bucs’ bandwagon has
This moment was for
never been more crowded
the nurses and health care
since new stars Tom Brady workers around the area
and Rob Gronkowski
who have been serving
arrived, and the team
on the front lines of the
began to catch fire in the
pandemic, including two
second half of the season
fans from Moffitt Cancer
and through four playoff
Center in Tampa. They
By Mark Parker
CONTRIBUTOR
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were among the 7,500
health care workers who
were personally invited by
the NFL.
This moment was for
the first responders who
grew up as fans here, who
instead of celebrating
with their friends were
tasked with keeping all of
us crazy swashbucklers
safe. Not only did they
somehow manage to keep
us relatively safe, every
police car, ambulance and
fire truck that drove down
the street was honking and
screaming right along with
the rest of us.
And, yes, that included
ATVs and golf carts.
Not long after, several
police cars with flashing
lights approached but
not to make an arrest.
They were spontaneously
blocking the roads so that
people could spread out
and not worry about the
sudden influx of traffic,
much of it vehicles driven
by people who just wanted
to slowly cruise by and
honk and yell with their
fellow fans.
We all had one thing
in common that mattered
that night: This was our
moment.
Perhaps most
importantly, this moment
was for all those Bucs fans
who did not make it to see
it with us this past year.
For example, the
Thursday before the Super
Bowl a woman named
Robyn Evans wrote on
Twitter that she had written
her recently deceased
father’s obituary that
day. He was a lifelong
Buccaneers fan.
She wrote: “He will be
cheering hard for the Bucs
Sunday in the best seat
in the house, in heaven.”
She included a picture of
the two in their creamsicle

Bucs gear from the early
days.
After the Super Bowl
@RobyninFlorida
succinctly wrote in all
caps: “THEY DID IT
DAD!!!”
They did it, indeed, and
this was their moment.
As far as the game
goes, it was defensive
coordinator Todd Bowles
and his squad’s moment.
Like most people, I
predicted a shootout with
Kansas City’s vaunted
offensive attack and a
35-31 Bucs win. Tampa’s
defense must have grown
tired of hearing such
predictions, as they stifled
star quarterback Patrick
Mahomes’ offense to no
touchdowns and just three
field goals.
This was the defense’s
moment – a unit that
looked eerily similar to
the record setting defense
of the 2003 championship
team. It was stud young
linebacker Devin White’s
coming- out-to-the-world
moment. It was alleverything quarterback
Brady’s moment, winning
an insane seventh
championship at age 43.
It was Leonard “Playoff
Lenny” Fournette’s
moment, as he once again
came through when the
team needed him. It was
Gronkowski’s moment,
as Brady’s football bestie,
who caught two big
touchdowns.
Immediately after
the game, microphones
captured Brady running
up to Gronkowski and
exclaiming, “This is what
we do!”
With the gleeful
exuberance of a kid, Gronk
shot back: “Two tuddies!
I was saving them for the
Super Bowl!”
This was their moment.
This was our moment.
This was the moment for
everyone who is invested
in this oft-beleaguered
franchise. They did it.
Relish in it.

Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no more
than 500 words. Writers must include
their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department
and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can
be sent to sojdanic@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
may be purchased for 10 cents each by
contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

COURTESY OF ROBYN EVANS

Robyn Evans tweeted out a photo of her and her
late father leading up to Super Bowl LV.

COURTESY OF MARK PARKER

Mark Parker, a longtime Bucs fan, is a senior mass
communications major.
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Web series ‘Autodale’ explores
conformity and change
By Baron Reichenbach
baronr@usf.edu

A

monster in
an alley is
approached by
a girl with a slice of cake,
surrounded by graffiti and
propaganda declaring:
“Don’t feed the freaks.”
This 2016 sketch in
candlelit monochrome
evolved into the animated
dystopian anthology
series Autodale. Since
the release of its first
animated installment,
“Being Pretty,” the
following year, the
independent animation
and its creator, David
James Armsby, have
gained something of
a cult following. Its
most recent installment,
“Immortal Machine,” was
released Jan. 22 of this
year.
The series is set, in
most episodes, in its
namesake town: a walled
suburb reminiscent
of stereotypical 1950s
America, populated
by the robotic, cheeryvoiced Handymen
running it and “pretty”
people in eerie white
masks, raising nuclear
families who are fed
rubber hose propaganda

in the town’s many PSAs
and children’s media.
Armsby’s notes dub it “a
world with individuality.”
As the setting of
a given scene crawls
deeper into the heart of
the town, the utopian
mask peels back to
show the dystopia:
fenced-off camps where
nonconformists are
disposed of, and the
Gigeresque central tower,
where an inventor calling
himself “the Mayor”
watches his creation
from the shadows and
a giantess dubbed “the
Matriarch” is suspended
on life support.
Armsby is an
independent filmmaker,
artist, sculptor and
animator. He publishes
his work on YouTube
and Patreon under the
name Dead Sound. The
YouTube channel, as of
the writing of this article,
has 712,000 subscribers,
with 759 paid patrons
supporting Armsby’s
work through Patreon.
Armsby’s short films,
including the Autodale
series, tend to be almost
entirely his own work,
with other contributors in
the form of voice actors

and composers. His
animation style, a mix
of 2D backgrounds and
scenery with 3D, cellshaded Blender models, is
comparable to franchises
such as Rooster Teeth’s
RWBY and Netflix’s The
Dragon Prince.
Armsby has cited
artists and authors such
as H. R. Giger and H.
P. Lovecraft, films like
District 9 and video
games such as Limbo and

The Last of Us, as both
visual and conceptual
inspiration.
While the world of
Autodale grew beyond
Armsby’s original sketch,
the monochrome palette
remained, providing a
canvas for the intensity of
the colors which do show
up: vibrant red for blood,
and warm sepia for fire,
sunlight and the outside
world—a once-fantastical
world which Armsby

describes as “leaving
(Autodale) behind.”
The seven short films
(nine including the
prequel series) explore
themes of naivety,
conformity, and change.
As a result, children
often serve as central
characters—being
targeted by propaganda,
growing up under model
parents or befriending the
monstrous inhabitants of
the outside world.
As Armsby hints in his
“making of” videos, it
requires the eye of a child
to see the good, or at least
equality, in something
which is outwardly ugly
or monstrous and vice
versa.

COURTESY OF DAVID JAMES ARMSBY ON FACEBOOK

Smiling robots in rubber hose style are common to both the propaganda in
Armsby’s world and progress updates on the series itself.

W h at to do t his we e k : Feb. 1 4 -21
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu
MONDAY
Student Life and
Engagement is hosting
Grateful Bulls Day
virtually this year. Get
in the Valentine’s Day
spirit by extending your
thanks to USF’s many
generous donors. The
link will be open for
submissions through
Friday. Access the link
on PeteSync.
TUESDAY
It’s the third Tuesday
of the month which
means Tasting Tuesday
has arrived again. Head
on down to The Wine
Exchange Bistro &
Wine Bar at 1609 Snow

Ave. in Tampa for an
educational wine tasting
and appetizers. The
event, from 6:30 to 8
p.m., is $15 per person.
WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday,
we go to WestShore.
Enjoy an evening of
family friendly fun
at the WestShore
Plaza Carnival at
250 WestShore Plaza
in Tampa. Experience
rides, games, and fair
food from 5 to 10 p.m.
Admission is free,
but certain activities
may require additional
purchases.

THURSDAY
Third Thursday is
here again so make
your way to The Grand
Central at Kennedy in
Tampa for an array of
gourmet food trucks and
live music and cocktails
provided by the Pour
House Tampa. The free
event is from 6 to 10
p.m.
FRIDAY
Soar into the weekend
with a little help from
Moonlight Adventures
at Empower Adventures
Tampa Bay. Enjoy
a guided night tour
through an array of zip
lines and suspension

bridges complete with
glow sticks. The tour
is from 7 to 9 p.m.
and reservations are
required. Tickets start at
$79 and can be found on
its website along with
additional information
regarding COVID-19
guidelines.
SATURDAY
If you’re looking
for nearly 200 of
St. Petersburg’s
independent businesses
all in one place,
then look no further.
Localtopia returns
for its eighth year
at Williams Park, at
350 Second Ave N.
in St. Petersburg.

The event, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.,will
feature products from
your favorite local
businesses. More
information regarding
Localtopia’s COVID-19
procedures can be found
on eventbrite.com.
SUNDAY
Stock up on your
weekly essentials
early at the Essentials
Market. This socially
distant market is in
Hyde Park Village at
742 South Village Circle
in Tampa from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Reservations
are free, but required,
and can be made on
eventbrite.com.
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Student Spotlight: Putting the “i” in involved
City Charter and make
suggestions for alterations.
On the committee,
unior business
Schrader brought a “youth
administration major
perspective to the table.”
Sean Schrader’s
Throughout his time in
passion for community
college, Schrader has also
involvement makes him
worked as a caseworker at
an outlier among his
Rep. Charlie Crist’s district
contemporaries.
office.
From his time at the
Schrader’s most
Clearwater Neighborhoods
rewarding work was
Coalition (CNC), to
helping those who had
serving as a member of the
trouble receiving their
Clearwater Charter Review
COVID-19 stimulus
Committee, Schrader
checks. Some people hadn’t
understands the uniqueness
received their checks due to
of his priorities at his age.
filing errors with the IRS,
“Out of all of these
or because they recently
experiences, I have never
moved.
really run into any youth,”
“It was really a valuable
Schrader said. “I think
experience because for
that could be from some
these individuals who
people thinking they just
needed their checks – it
can’t do (it) or that (it’s)
wasn’t something where
not appropriate. I think
they were going to use
it’s always important to
COURTESY OF SEAN SCHRADER
the money to buy concert
take opportunities to get
tickets or a new computer,” Sean Schrader (top left) with the Clearwater Charter Review Committee
involved.”
Schrader said. “It was
presenting their final report to the Clearwater City Council.
Schrader’s passion
money that was going to
for local community
be used to help ensure that
Schrader said. “I would
involvement began in high
they can pay their rent and
like to go into business – I
school. Schrader’s father
get their family food. Just to have worked with a few
was a member of the CNC,
know that I was able to play organizations like the
so he opted to attend the
a small role in helping make Central Pinellas Chamber of
meetings with him.
these peoples’ situations
Commerce. I think a degree
The CNC is “a civic
just a little better was really in business administration
advocacy group for
a great feeling – it was
really (is) multifaceted.
neighborhoods throughout
really rewarding.”
I could pursue a lot of
the city of Clearwater to
Today, Schrader
options. I would like to see
help give neighborhoods a
continues his passion for
a path where government
greater voice in issues that
community involvement as and business can meet.”
are important to them,”
a member of the St. PeteSchrader is involved
according to Schrader.
Clearwater International
in
the
USF community
These issues ranged from
Airport Noise Abatement
through
Bulls for Brighter
policing in neighborhoods
Task Force.
Futures,
a mentorship
to requests for the city
“In my capacity on
program
for foster students.
to allocate funds for
the board I analyze flight
He
has
also
filed to run
neighborhood projects.
COURTESY OF SEAN SCHRADER
reports from airlines that
for
the
USF
Student
As a high school junior,
Schrader speaks to attendees of a Central Pinellas
fly into the airport to make
Government Senate.
Schrader became the
sure they are following
Chamber of Commerce event.
Although Schrader
secretary of the CNC. For
the guidelines and not
understands
the
fruitfulness
Schrader, this role was
really being disruptive to
of university involvement,
invaluable, as it provided
the neighboring cities,”
he believes students should
him with a foundational
Schrader said.
look beyond the bounds of
understanding of
Much of Schrader’s
their campus.
neighborhood-city relations.
educational journey and
“If you get involved,
From his senior year in
career path has been
not only on campus, but
high school, to his freshman
dictated by his involvement in the local community, it
year at USF St. Petersburg,
in the community.
will allow you to make a
Schrader served as a
“Both my degree (and
lot of connections which
member of the Clearwater
campus) choice are largely
can be helpful once you
Charter Review Committee.
responsible for what I’ve
leave college,” Schrader
The committee convenes
done in the community,”
said. “It can give you an
to review the Clearwater
understanding of the city
and government and things
like that – which are very
helpful.”
He noted that community
involvement is not only
for those interested in
government and business
– but for people of all
backgrounds and interests.
“I think volunteerism is
very important – and you
can volunteer in a lot of
different ways,” Schrader
said. “I’ve met people
that are involved (in the
community) that are nurses,
that have worked in the
COURTESY OF SEAN SCHRADER
environment
field…
they
COURTESY OF SEAN SCHRADER
Schrader (middle right) with Rep. Charlie Crist
wanted to just give back to
Schrader (right) sits on the board of the
(right) at Largo High School celebrating student
their community.”
Clearwater Neighborhoods Coalition
civic engagement.
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu
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